
Social and economic pressures 
today often mean that parents 
have little or no time for 
nurturing their children’s faith, 
which is where grandparents, as 
in so many other areas of family 
life, can play an 
important role - a role 
now  being recognised 
and supported by 
many parishes and 
dioceses. 
 

A seven-year-old boy 
approached his Irish 
Catholic grandmother bearing a 
gift he had made for her.  She 
asked her unbaptised grandson 
what it was, as he handed her 
the long strand of plastic beads.  
She was intrigued that he knew 
about the rosary and asked him 
whether he ever prayed.  The 
boy revealed that he sometimes 
talked to God quietly in his head 
after his mother read him his 
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bedtime stories and left him to 
sleep. 
 

This story expresses one of the 
challenges grandparents are facing 
today when their children are no 
longer active  (or very active) in 

their faith.  In this 
woman’s case, her 
daughter no longer 
goes to church and her 
grandson has never 
been baptised.  Her 
faith is important to 
her and she wonders 
how she can share it 

across the generations without 
stepping on her daughter’s toes. 
 

She is  not  a lone;  many 
grandparents have similar 
concerns.  They want their 
grandchildren to have the chance 
to know and love God, they want 
to share their faith with their 
grandchildren - but, at the same 
time, they want to respect the fact 

that parents have the primary responsibility for their children in these 
matters. 
 

Even when grandparents and parents are in agreement about bringing a 
child up as a Catholic - and the parents are 
regularly practising - they may not be in 
complete agreement about what this means and 

they may need to identify the complementary 
roles they play. 
 

In addition to providing a crucial link in passing 
on the faith, grandparents can bring wisdom, 

stability and love to their families. 
 

The role of grandparents is becoming increasingly significant today.  A 
2006 report by the Pontifical Council for the Family reminded us that 
the family has always been a privileged channel for the transmission of 
the Gospel and when children perceive the generosity and Christian 
meaning of life through the words and behaviour of their parents and 
grandparents, they gradually learn to follow their example and are 
orientated towards religious values. 
 

Being a grandparent is a tremendous and incredible joy.  It outweighs 
all the difficulties we might encounter; it is a vocation rooted in love.  
Much has been written about the “power of a praying parent.”  Now is the time 

to begin talking about the “power of praying grandparents” too.  (Source -The 

Tablet)      Fr. Tom Kearney 

 
 
 

The 12.30p.m. Family Mass returns this Sunday 

10th September.  We are looking for young people 
to join our Youth Ministry Teams.  So, if you are in-
terested in joining the Youth Choir, the Young 
Readers or the Altar Servers please come to the 
Church on Sunday and meet with the members of 
the Family Mass Team who will be present after the 
12.30p.m. Mass to provide information on each 
ministry.  We look forward to meeting you. 



Mass Intentions for the coming week  Church of the Holy Child   
Monday 11th Sept.  9.15a.m.  Lucy  & Teresa Ridvanska—Special Intention 
                                    7.00p.m.   Michael Murray (Anniversary) 
Tuesday 12th Sept. 9.15a.m.   Thanksgiving 

  7.00p.m.   Kevin Burke (Anniversary)  
Wed. 13th Sept.        9.15a.m.   Margaret MacNamara (Anniversary) 
         7.00p.m.   Peter McDermott, Thomas Quigley  (Anniversaries) 
Thurs. 14th Sept.     9.15a.m.  Patrick & Delia Kelly (Anniversaries)  
         7.00p.m.   Seán Senior & Junior Torphy (Anniversaries)  
             Maureen McElhinney (Anniversary) 
Friday 15th Sept.     9.15a.m.   Joseph Thomas (Anniversary) 
         7.00p.m.   Patrick (Tony) Gray (Month’s Mind) 
            Michael Mullins (Anniversary) 
Sat. 16th Sept.        10.00a.m.   Maureen Turner (R. I. P. ) 
         Vigil        7.00p.m.   Noel Kelly, Paul Carragher, Mary & James Campbell 
           (Anniversaries) 
Sun. 17th  Sept.      11.15a.m.   People of the Parish 
       12.30p.m. May McGarry (1st Anniversary)  
           Dan O’Connor, Nuala Clarke,  
    Angela & Michael Barbour  (Anniversaries)        
       6.00p.m.     Jimmy Dixon (Anniverary)   
    Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball 
Wed 13th Sept.     10.00a.m.   Available for Intention 
Sun 17th Sept.      10.00a.m.   Jean Reilly, (1st Anniv) Jack Reilly (Anniversary) 
    Ted Redmond (Anniversary) 

  Please Support your Parish Lotto 
  Last  Tuesday’s winning numbers were: 

 1st Jackpot:    8  25  28  30     2nd Jackpot:  8  20  22  23        
  No Jackpot winner.   The winners of the Seven  Consolation  

Prizes were:- K. McChesney;  E. Halpin;  S. Nugent;  J. Clarke;  
 A. Farrell;  P. Caul;  and  G. Farrell.   

The winners of the  Five Extra Prizes  of €100 `were:- 
K. Reilly;  M. Smith;  B. & T. McKane;  M. McAllister;  A. Meehan. 

Next Draw:  1st Jackpot  €11,750    2nd Jackpot   €2,000   
Plus Seven Consolation Prizes of €25 .  

Ballymun Adult Read & Write Scheme  Are you an Adult who would like to return to 
learning? Brush up on your reading, writing, spellings or maths skills?  Would like to 
learn to use a computer, tablet or smartphone? Daytime and evening courses are held 

in CDETB Ballymun Adult Education Centre. Tel Christine 8622402 

World Meeting of Families  
Registration & Tickets for the WMOF2018  

Registration for the World Meeting of Families is now open.  Visit the 
ticket section on www.worldmeeting2018.ie  to access information on the 
type of tickets and registration available. Accommodation booking is also 
available online at time of registration through the same booking form on 
the website. 

We welcome in Baptism: 
       

Aoife Maria Curtin 
Callum Lewis May 
Sophia Rose Farrell 

May these newly baptised  
children always know  

and love Jesus  
as their friend. 

 

 

Irelands Biggest  
Coffee Morning  

 in aid of St. Francis Hospice 
 

Dorothy Gray & Evelyn Lyons  
invite you to join them on   

Thursday, 14th September 2017 
at 47, Lorcan Road, from 10a.m. - 1p.m.    

Tea/Coffee/Raffle.   
They look forward to meeting you  

all again! St. Aidan’s C.B.S. Whitehall  
Open Evening Thursday 21st Sept.  
6.30pm.—8.30pm. Parents and pupils 
of primary 4th 5th and 6th classes are 
invited to learn about courses  
activities etc. Tel: Deirdre 087 2315137 

Recently Deceased  
You are  asked to remember in your 
Prayers:  Mary Eglington  
Teresa Moriarty  
May they enjoy perfect peace  

and reconciliation  

in the presence of God. 
 

Magenta Ladies Club Santry—re-opens on 
Wednesday, 13th September in Santry  
Community  Resource Centre at 8pm.   
New members very welcome. 

Church Gate Collection: This weekend  
the Collection is in aid of the  
Society of St. Vincent de Paul 

Liturgy Team -The next meeting of the 
Liturgy Team will take place on Wed 
13th September at 7.30p.m. in the  
Parish Centre. 

St. Francis Hospice  Coffee Morning 
A Coffee Morning in aid of St. Francis‘ 
Hospice  will be held on Thursday  
14th September in Santry Community  
Resource Centre from 10.00am to 12 noon. 

Living Links ‘Supporting the Suicide  
Bereaved’ 1st Wednesday of every month at 
7pm. Dublin Central Mission, 9c Abbey St. 
Lower, Dublin 1.  Adults over the age of 18 
are very welcome to attend.  Facilitated by 
trained volunteers from Living Links Ireland. 
Opportunity to share  and discuss all aspects 
of complicated grief associated with the  
aftermath of a suicide death. Further info.  
Tel: 086 937 1030.  

ChildVision  Garden Centre, Grace Park Road , Drumcondra  Open 7 Days 10.00-16.00 
Hours (National Education Centre for Blind Children ) Window Boxes, Hanging  
Baskets, Shrubs and Bulbs   While there enjoy a coffee in our onsite Café, visit Pets  
Corner and the Fairy Garden Adm. Free.   All proceeds go to ChildVision fundraising.   

Crosscare Annual Collection—Social 
Support Agency of the Catholic  
Archdiocese of Dublin Annual  
Collection for Community and  
Homeless Services will take place next 
weekend 16th/17th Sep.  It will  
replace the normal SHARE Collection 


