
The poet John Keats described 
autumn as the “season of mists 
and mellow fruitfulness”.   
 

Autumn is the time for the 
harvest, the gathering of crops 
into barns as preparations are 
made for the coming winter.  In 
some churches there is a 
celebration of the harvest festival 
as we thank God for the gift of 
the food that we eat. 
 

It is also the time of year when 
we recommence various parish 
groups and activities after the 
summer break.  Many of us will 
have enjoyed the opportunity 
over the summer to be out in the 
fresh air and to have pleasant 
walks on the longer evenings.  
But, as the days start to get a bit 
shorter, it’s a good time to think 
about how we can spend some 
time assisting in our parish 
community in various ways. 
One way we can do this is to 
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pray for the parish and in 
particular for parishioners who are 
sick whether at home, in hospital 
or in nursing homes.  We can ask 
God to accompany them at this 
challenging part of their journey of 
faith. 
 

I think we often underestimate the 
difference that a smile or a kind 
word can make to a person.  A 
priest once told me that, even if he 
was rushing somewhere, he would 
always try to take time to speak to 
any parishioners who wanted to 
have a word with him.  He said 
that this may be the only time they 
might be ready to share whatever 
they want to discuss and, in the 
life of a busy parish, there might 
not be an opportunity for some 
time. And this ministry of listening 
is there for each and every one of 
us in the different circumstances of 
our lives.  
 

For those of us who are more 
active, there are many parish 

groups and ministries that need more people on board.  This can involve 
ministry in the church or helping with a particular activity such as Meals 
on Wheels.  
 

I am often amazed by the number of people in ministry in the Church 
who will say that their work began when someone approached them and 
invited them to become involved with a particular group or parish 
activity.  We should never underestimate the power of a personal 
invitation.  And, if we are on the receiving end of such an invitation, we 
should discern if it is the right moment in our lives to accept it.   
 

Faith can often be found in unexpected places and amongst people who 
might surprise us.  In the Gospel that we read during the week, Jesus 
was astonished at the faith of the Roman centurion who had asked for 
healing for his servant.  We are told that Jesus was amazed by his faith 
and said “Not even in Israel have I found faith like this.”  We too can be 
amazed by the faith of others especially when we come across it out of 
the blue and where it might be least expected.  Let us pray for the grace 
to be open to the prompting of the Holy Spirit and to be guided to people 
and circumstances where we can provide a lamp of faith to others.   
 

As we enjoy the beautiful, vibrant colours of the Autumn leaves, let us 
reflect on the harvest of our own lives so far and consider how we might 
use our gifts and talents for the benefit of others in our parish 
community.  Blessed John Henry Newman said that God calls us to do 
him some definite service.  May we seek to discover more about this as 
the chapters of our lives unfold.     Gerard Reilly 
Gerard Reilly is a Permanent Deacon in Donaghmede and Ayrfield parishes 

 

   
The 12.30p.m. Family Mass Team are looking for young  
people to join their Youth Ministry Teams.  So, if you are  
interested in joining the Youth Choir, the Young Readers or 
the Altar Servers please come to the Church on Sunday and 
meet with the members of the Family Mass Team who will 
be present after the 12.30p.m. Mass to provide information 
on each ministry.   



Mass Intentions for the coming week  Church of the Holy Child   
Monday 2nd Oct.    9.15a.m.  Available for Intention 
                                    7.00p.m.   White Family (R. I. P.)  Liam O’Brien (Anniversary) 
Tuesday 3rd Oct.     9.15a.m.   Thanksgiving 

  7.00p.m.   Special Intention 
Wed. 4th Oct.        9.15a.m.   Available for Intention 
         7.00p.m.   Mary (May) Butler (1st Anniversary) 
Thurs. 5th Oct.        9.15a.m.        Available for Intention 
        7.00p.m.  Treasa Moriarty (R. I. P.)  
Friday 6th Oct.        9.15a.m.   Altar List of the Dead 
         7.00p.m.   Altar List of the Dead 
Sat. 7th Oct.             10.00a.m.   Available for Intention 
         Vigil        7.00p.m.   Teresa Moriarty (Month’s Mind) 
    Michael Walsh (1st Anniversary) 
    John Malone (Anniversary) 
    Margaret Fagan (Birthday Remembrance) 
Sun. 8th Oct.      11.15a.m.   People of the Parish 
       12.30p.m. Brigid Dunne (Anniversary)  
         6.00p.m.     Available for Intention    
   Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball 
Wed. 4th Oct.         10.00a.m.   Available for Intention 
Friday 6th Oct.      10.00a.m.  Altar List of the Dead 
Sun. 8th Oct.          10.00a.m.   Seán McAllister (Anniversary) 

  Please Support your Parish Lotto 
  Last  Tuesday’s winning numbers were: 

 1st Jackpot: 1  2  8  12    2nd Jackpot:  4  7  22  29  
  No Jackpot winner.    

The winners of the Seven  Consolation Prizes were:-  
T. Tierney:  M. Maher;  A. P:  G. Quinn:  N. Keenan:  D. Barry:  M. Lenihan.  
Next Draw:  1st Jackpot  €12,500    2nd Jackpot   €2,000   
Plus Seven Consolation Prizes of €25 and 5 extra Prizes of €100.  

Recently Deceased  You are  
asked to remember in your 
Prayers: Eleanor Hennigar 
Frank Nolan  
May they enjoy perfect peace  and 

reconciliation in the presence of God. 
 

Society of St. Vincent de Paul Annual Clothing Appeal  
Church of the Holy Child and Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball 

Collection of Bags—Sat 7th October & Sunday 8th October  (Morning Masses only)  

Friday 6th October 2017—First Friday 
Mass Schedule—Church of the Holy 
Child—9.15a.m. and 7.00p.m. 
Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball 10.am. 
Confessions on Thursday after the 9.15am 
Mass and before the 7.00pm Mass. 

World Meeting of Families  
Registration & Tickets for the WMOF2018  

Registration for the World Meeting of Families is now open.  
 Visit the ticket section on www.worldmeeting2018.ie  to access   

information on the type of tickets and registration available.  

October Taster of Taizé  - This coming October, Brother Jean Marie of the Taizé  
community in France will visit Ireland for ten days.  As the contact brother to Irish  
pilgrims he is well known to many of our young people who have travelled there in 
recent years. Those familiar with CD’s of the chants from  the ecumenical Monastery 
will also know Br. Jean Marie’s lovely tenor voice.  He is the author of many of the new 
chants emerging from the Taizé community’s beautiful liturgy and prayer.  Here in 
Dublin he will be present for a chanted Taizé Evening Prayer around the Cross in St. 
Paul’s Church, Arran Quay, Dublin 7 on Friday, 13th October at 7.30p.m. and people of 
all Christian denominations are welcome.  Those who took part in his previous visits 
know it will be a wonderful prayer moment.  Parking in the Smithfield area is free after 
7.00p.m. and the Smithfield LUAS stop is nearby.  All welcome. 

St. Therese of Lisieux—Sunday, October 1st is the feast day of St. 
Therese of Lisieux, much loved by many Dubliners who call her 
the ‘Little Flower’.  During the 7.00p.m. Mass in the Church of the 
Holy Child on Thursday, 5th October, Fr. Damian McNeice will 
mark the feast of St. Therese of Lisieux, with a brief  homily about 
her spirituality and give blessings with a relic of the popular  
Carmelite saint.  All are welcome 

Blessing of Animals 

Don’t forget, in honour of St. 

Francis of Assisi, whose Feast 

Day is Wednesday 4th October, 

all pets will be blessed under-

neath the Bell Tower on Sunday 

8th October after the 12.30pm. 

Mass.  St. Francis embraced poverty and 

preached the love of God to all. In 1221, while 

praying at La Verna, he received the wounds of 

the crucified Lord, which caused him great pain 

in his final years.  Remember to bring your pets 

along for the special blessing.  

Faith 4 Life  
Deepening the connection between  

Faith and Life 
 

Dates: Saturday/Sunday 21st/22nd Oct. 
Saturday/Sunday 2nd/3rd December. 
Saturday/Sunday 20th/21st January  
Saturday/Sunday 3rd/4th March.   
Times: Saturday 9.30am to 4.30pm;  
Sunday 9.30am –1.30pm.    
   

Venue: Clonliffe College.  
Further information:  

Tel: 8373732 Ext. 246/247.  
 

Ministers of the Word 
The new Group B Roster is now available 
for collection from the reception area in 
the Parish Centre. 

Coffee Morning Thanks 
 

Dorothy Gray would like 
to sincerely thank all 
who supported her  
recent Coffee Morning which was in aid 
of St. Francis Hospice.  


