friends, colleagues, fellow students and neighbours. In life, there can be
moments of grace where we are given some precious time to share our gift of
faith with others.
In the Gospel today, Jesus encounters John in the Jordan and is baptised. Here
we see Jesus, by his humility, showing by his own example that the least will
become the greatest in the Kingdom of Heaven. This is a Gospel that I often
read when celebrating baptisms. It perfectly describes the drama of the
moment when Jesus is baptised. We then have one of the very few occasions in
the Bible when the voice of God the Father is heard: “You are my Son, the
Beloved; my favour rests on you”. God also addresses these words to each of us
individually. What a wonderful greeting to receive at the beginning of a new
year echoing as it does the words of the Archangel Gabriel to Mary at the
Annunciation.
When Saint John Paul II was asked what the most important day was of his
life, he didn’t say it was the day he was elected Pope or even the day he was
ordained as a priest but instead he replied: “the day I was baptised.” I think he
said this because he realised that none of the other blessings and graces of his
life might have occurred if he had not first been baptised.
We can all recall our birthdays but how many of us can remember the day that
we were baptised? My wife recently found her Baptism Certificate and it was a
great joy to add her baptismal date to our other days of celebration during the
year. If the Church where we were baptised is nearby, perhaps we could visit
it during the year and say a prayer at the Baptismal font.
As we start 2022, we ask that our Risen Saviour, whose baptism we recall
today, will help us to use the graces and gifts that we have received at the time
of our own baptism. The sense of turning over a new page is encapsulated in
these words from the poet Patrick Kavanagh: “For this soul needs to be honoured
with a new dress woven from green and blue things “. Also, Pope Francis
encourages us with these words: “God is not afraid of new things. That is why God
is always surprising us, opening our hearts and guiding us in unexpected ways”.
May this coming year, with all its uncertainties and challenges, be also a time
of blessing for us all, a time of growth and a time of peace. A time to encounter
others and to bring God’s love into their lives. This is our baptismal calling to
share joyfully what we have received in thanksgiving for all that God has
given to each of us.
Gerard Reilly - Permanent Deacon in Malahide and Portmarnock parishes.
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“God is not afraid of new things.
That is why God is always surprising
us, opening our hearts and guiding us
in unexpected ways”

When Saint John Paul II first visited
France in the 1980s, he addressed a
large crowd in Paris and asked them:
“France, what have you done with your
baptism?” This same question could
be equally addressed to each and
every one of us today. When we
were baptised, we were brought to
the church by our parents and
godparents who made promises on
our behalf. As adults, it is now our
responsibility to live out these
promises in our lives. St Peter, who
was the first Pope, described the
baptised in a very particular way. He
said they are a “chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a consecrated nation, a
people set apart.”
At Baptism, we become members of
the Church for the first time, we are
part of God’s own people. In this
way, each and every one of us share
in the priesthood and ministry of
Jesus Christ. We have all received
this gift of ministry through the
Sacrament of Baptism and there was
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surely never a time in the Church
when these gifts were needed more
than they are today. We will have
the Synod consultation starting
shortly in our parishes as we all
prepare for the synod in Rome next
year. Separately, Archbishop
Farrell has appointed an
Implementation group in response
to the issues raised in the Taskforce
report on the future of the
Archdiocese which reported just
before Christmas. There are
important developments which will
affect how we work together as
Christian communities in the years
ahead.
In the course of conversation, we
will often recommend a film,
television programme or a play to
someone we meet but how often do
we take the opportunity to offer
them some insights into the
Christian way of life either in
conversation or by example when
the opportunity arises?
There are many such opportunities
to share the faith with our family,

Our Thanks—The Priests of the Parish
wish to acknowledge with grateful
thanks all, who have forwarded
Christmas dues. If you wish to receive an
individual acknowledgement please
contact the Parish Office.
Prayer at the Start of the Year
Lord, I sometimes wonder where I am going and
what is the meaning of my life.
I wonder especially what the new year holds for me
Will it bring joy or sorrow, success or failure, life or death?
But then I remember that you came on earth: and travel the road of life with me.
And so I say to my soul: ‘Go out into the darkness
and put your hand in the hand of Christ, your Brother;
that will be better than a light and safer than a known path’.
Special Collection for the
Society of St. Vincent de Paul
The Society of St. Vincent de Paul
wish to thank parishioners who
contributed so generously to their
Annual Appeal.
The sum raised was €11,190.
Ministers of the Eucharist
The Roster for the month of
January is now available from the
table in the Reception area of
the Parish Centre.
Recently Deceased:
You are asked to
remember in your
Prayers—
Ann Kinsella
Robert Smith
Michael Holland
Mary (May) Connolly
Bernadette Ivers

We welcome in Baptism:
Tommy Cian O’Hanlon Brereton
May this newly baptised child
always know and love Jesus
as his friend
Holy Child National School,
Enrolment for September 2022
Enrolment opened on the 3rd January 2022 for
Junior Infants and the Junior ASD Class. Please
see Enrolment Section of the school website
www.holychildns.ie for further information.
Parish Mailing
We are looking for people to help
with the delivery of the Family
Envelope Boxes. If you are
available and are willing to help us
please call to the Parish Office in
Holy Child from Tuesday 11th January to collect
the envelopes. We would really appreciate your
help with these deliveries. Many thanks.

May they enjoy perfect peace and Whitehall Active Retirement Group
Coffee Morning Cancelled until Further Notice
reconciliation in the presence of God. Thank You
M. Partridge

Please Support your Parish Lotto
Last weeks’ results : 1st Jackpot 1 9 12 27 2nd Jackpot 10 19 22 27
No Jackpot winners.
The winners of the €25 prizes were as follows J. O’Hanlon, F. Sexton,
M. Scott, M. Finlay, U. Kearns, M. Kelly and J. Martin.
Next weeks’ Prizes are as follows:; 1st Jackpot €15,000
2nd Jackpot €1,300 Plus seven consolation prizes o€ €25.
Envelopes available at the church doors and in the Parish Centre.
Entries must be received by 9.45a.m on Tuesday morning.
Results will be published at the Church doors and in the
Parish newsletter.
Anniversary Frame—If your loved one
has an anniversary coming up please
consider giving their name to the
Sacristan. It will then be put in the Anniversary Frame, placed on the Altar and
prayed for at all Sunday Masses.

Anam Cara North Dublin, organisation
that supports bereaved parents, is holding
a Parent Evening for bereaved parents on
Wednesday 19th January at 7.20pm. in the
Carnegie Court Hotel, Swords, Co. Dublin
Tel: 085 2888 888 for queries.

Mass Intentions for the coming week Church of the Holy Child
Sat 8th Jan 7.00p.m.
Frances O’Byrne—Month’s Mind
Noel , Therese & Trish Monks—Anniversaries
Sun 9th Jan. 10.30a.m.
Margaret Hunter—Month’s Mind
Gladys Fagan—1st Anniversary
Bernard Hewitt—Anniversary
Christy Baker—Anniversary
12.30p.m
Audrey Scott—1st Anniversary
Eileen & Gary Sinnott—Anniversaries
Elizabeth Whitford & Miriam Malawski—Anniversaries
Monica Burke—Anniversary
Mon 10th Jan 9.15a.m.
Gerard McCaffrey—RIP
Tues 11th Jan 9.15a.m. Michael Towey—Anniversary
Wed 12th Jan 9.15a.m.
Available for Intention
Thurs 13th Jan 9.15a.m. Maureen Smith—Anniversary
Fri 14th Jan 9.15a.m.
Eilish Sallinger—Anniversary
Sat 15th Jan 7.00p.m.
Ethel Smith—Anniversary, Betty Kelleher—Month’s Mind
Sun 16th Jan 10.30a.m. Alan McQuillan—Anniversary
Philip O’Reilly—Anniversary
12.30a.m. Christine Hilda Nolan & Peter Nolan—Anniversaries
Kay O’Connor —Anniversary
Please take a copy of the Newsletter home with you.
Please do not leave it on the seat or return it to the boxes at the doors.
Thank you.

