content with tiding the poor over the poverty crisis: You must study their
condition and the injustices which brought about such poverty, with the aim of a long
-term improvement”.
The people of Nazareth would have known Jesus more as someone who
might fix chairs or mend tables rather than curing the sick and announcing
the Kingdom of God. It may have been a big a jump for them to accept and
the gap between the Jesus they grew up with the Messiah he had recently
become.
While none of us may have the opportunity to speak in the synagogue in
Nazareth, God will give us other opportunities to share his Gospel with those
who are willing and open to hearing it.
Today’s reading is from the beginning of the Gospel of St Luke and it starts
with an introduction as Luke explains why he is writing his Gospel. Luke
says that his is not the first Gospel to be written but scripture scholars tell us
that he includes some unique stories. These include the Prodigal Son and the
Good Samaritan. St Luke also wrote the Acts of the Apostles which chronicles
the life of the early church.
So, in the Gospel today, there is a sense of important new beginnings.
Something important is about to happen and we should take notice of it. We
are beginning to prepare feedback in our parishes for the Synod in Rome next
year and, closer to home in Dublin, the Archbishop’s Taskforce
Implementation Group is getting to work. We are at a time in the history of
our Church where we need to renew our mission — to look forward to our
future needs and how they can be accomplished with fewer resources.
A good starting point has to be the words of Jesus himself in today’s Gospel
where we are told that he has been sent to “bring good news to the poor…to set
the downtrodden free, to proclaim the Lord’s year of favour.” The message is that,
as Church, we should always prioritise those in need and come to their
assistance in whatever way we can. This is the bedrock of our calling as
Christians. While Jesus is referring to the materially poor he is also including
those who are spiritually poor who are in need of hearing the good news that
Jesus brings to us.
Let us pray in the coming week, as we begin our reading from the Gospel of
St Luke, that he will inspire us on our journey of faith and help us to share the
good news with those in need.
Gerard Reilly - Permanent Deacon in Malahide and Portmarnock parishes.
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“We

are at a time in the history
of our church where we need to
renew our mission”.

In our Gospel today, Jesus is
preaching on home ground in
his native town of Nazareth.
This reading can be seen as the
launching pad for his ministry
back in the place where he grew
up. It’s a significant occasion by
any standards.
Many parishes and organisations
have Mission Statements where they
set out their key objectives in a
straightforward way. In that sense,
today’s Gospel can be considered to
be Jesus’s Mission Statement where
he sets out his priorities at the
beginning of his ministry.
Jesus quotes directly from the
Prophet Isaiah:
“The Spirit of the Lord has been given to
me, for he has anointed me.
He has sent me to bring the good news to
the poor.”
This has been described as one of the
most inspirational passages in the
New Testament, underlining, as it
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does, the gift of the Spirit and the
anointing of Jesus as prophet and
Messiah.
St Vincent de Paul often
quoted this passage “He
sent me to bring good
news to the poor” (Luke
4:18) as the basis of his
ministry among the
poor in France. He later
became the inspiration for many of
his followers in the Vincentian
family.
St Vincent de Paul got his
inspiration from prayer, reflection,
his friends and the poor. Vincent
sent his followers into the streets
and among the poor, but he also
encouraged them to withdraw and
regenerate when necessary.
Later, Blessed Frederic Ozanam,
who founded the Society of Saint
Vincent de Paul which does so
much good work in our
communities, wrote:
“The poor person is a unique person of
God's fashioning with an inalienable
right to respect. You must not be

Please Support your Parish Lotto

Sunday the Word of God
In his Apostolic Letter of 30 September 2019, Aperuit illis Pope Francis established that
the Third Sunday in Ordinary Time is to be the Sunday of the Word of God. He had
already proposed something similar at the end of the Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy.
Sunday of the Word of God is a day to be devoted to the celebration, study, and
spreading of the Word of God. Pope Francis is clear from the very first paragraph of
this letter that the relationship between the Risen Lord, a community of believers, and
sacred Scripture is essential to who we are as Christians.
Catholic Schools Week 2022 ‘Living Life to the Full’
Catholic Schools Week will be celebrated in schools across the island of Ireland from
Sunday 23 January – Sunday 30 January. The theme for Catholic Schools Week 2022 is
‘Catholic Schools: Living Life to the Full’. During Catholic Schools Week families,
parishes and schools are invited to participate in a week of celebration of Catholic
schools reflecting on their contribution to the common good of society.
Monday-Living Life to the Full with God, Tuesday-Living Life to the Full Together
Wednesday-(Grandparents’ Day) Celebrating Being Together Again
Thursday-Living Life in Wonder & Awe, Friday-Living Life and Saving the Future.
RTE 1 Mass 30 Jan 11am.

Holy Child National School,
Enrolment for September 2022

We welcome in
Baptism:

Enrolment opened on the 3rd January 2022
for Junior Infants and the Junior ASD
Class. Please see Enrolment Section of the
school website www.holychildns.ie for
further information.

Hope Wallace Dunne
Dylan Tucker
Maria Edme Castrejon Galas

Recently Deceased:
You are asked to remember in your
Prayers—
Craig Thomas Boylan
Henry Finegan
Elizabeth Keegan
May they enjoy perfect peace
and reconciliation in the
presence of God.

May these newly baptised
children always know and love
Jesus as their friend

Anniversary Frame—If your loved one
has an anniversary coming up please
consider giving their name to the
Sacristan. It will then be put in the
Anniversary Frame, placed on the Altar
and prayed for at all Sunday Masses.
Small donation appreciated.
Please take a copy of the Newsletter
home with you. Please do not leave it on
the seat

Last weeks’ results :
1st Jackpot
1 20 26 27
2nd Jackpot 10 16 19 21
No Jackpot winners.
The winners of the €25 prizes were as follows:
T. Tierney, E. Treacy, A. & M. Meehan, S. & M. McIntyre Barn,
S. & M. Earley, B. Lawlor & A. Flood.
Next weeks’ Prizes are as follows: 1st Jackpot €15,000
2nd Jackpot €1,400 Plus seven Consolation Prizes of €25.
Envelopes available at the church doors and in the Parish Centre.
Entries must be received by 9.45a.m on Tuesday morning. Results
will be published at the Church doors and in the Parish newsletter.
Mass Intentions for the coming week
Church of the Holy Child
Pauline McEvoy—Month’s Mind
Breda Nugent—Month’s Mind
Noel O’Reilly, Bridget Goggin, - Anniversaries
Andrew Kevin Rogan—Anniversary
Sun 23rd Jan 10.30a.m. John Loughlin, Robert Halpin, Peter Farrell -Anniversaries
Joe Corrigan –Anniv. & Rita Corrigan—R.I.P.
12.30p.m
Lily McDonagh—Month’s Mind
Ben Philpott—Anniversary
Thanksgiving Intention
Mon 24th Jan 9.15a.m.
Greta Behan—Birthday Remembrance
Patricia Matthews—R.I.P.
James Keogh, Mary McNulty—Anniversaries
Tues 25th Jan 9.15a.m. Available for Intention
Wed 26th Jan 9.15a.m. Available for Intention
Thurs 27th Jan 9.15a.m. Available for Intention
Fri 28th Jan 9.15a.m.
Available for Intention
Sat 29th Jan 7.00p.m.
John Keely, James Kane—Anniversaries
Frank & Olive Heron—Anniversaries
Patrick Hannigan—Anniversary
Robert & Josephine Redmond– Anniversaries
Sun 30th Jan 10.30a.m. Available for Intention
12.30p.m. Robert Smith—Month’s Mind
Sat 22nd Jan 7.00p.m.

Sun 23rd Jan 10.00a.m.
Sun 30th Jan 10.00a.m.

Chapel of Blessed Margaret Ball
Pat & Michelle O’Toole—Anniversaries
Bron & Tommy Finnegan—Anniversaries
Mike & Pat Farrelly—Anniversaries

